
 
COMMENTS: Garry 

The correspondence continued and in this letter from Pat, she is discussing some of the symbols on the maps. 
She also describes the maps and this is one area where I am totally confused. She describes the small 
heart as a yellowish slate that was harder and smoother than the other stones. She goes on to describe the 
other stones as a gray sandstone. This does not jive at all with maps that are in the procession of the Arizona 
Mining and Mineral Foundation. The trail maps are a dark red sandstone, the priest stone is a harder yellowish 
sandstone and the heart is a hard red stone. Pperhaps we can check it up to the frailty of memory. I know I 
made a similar mistake while looking for a tombstone that I had seen several years previous. I knew it was red 
granite but when we found it, it was gray! 

 



 
  



 

 
 

COMMENTS: Garry 

It appears that the McGees had finished a draft of their coming article “Are the Peralta Stone 
Maps a Hoax” and they had sent a copy for the Hainers to review? The article actually came out 
in the 1973 April/May issue of Frontier Times and this letter was several months before. The 
McGees had used a fictitious name for the Hainers in their article, Don and Pam Hansen. 

Another interesting item in this letter is Pat’s statement that when they saw the maps they 
could not recall the names Sonora, Mex., Pedro and Miguel being on the maps. I have a 
strong suspicion that Mitchell added these items later to bolster the Peralta connection story that 
he related for a Life Magazine article and his book “Superstition Treasures”. 

 

 



 
  



 

 
COMMENTS: Garry 

The McGees were still searching for additional information for the story. They were also 
beginning to move on from the Superstitions. They had written an article on the Big Bend, Texas 
tablets that was published in 1972 in the July/August issue of True West Magazine. 

  



 

 
COMMENTS: Garry 

Bernice contacted Pat for the last time in 1976 and Pat replied. She was still clinging to the 
notion that Clarence Mitchell was the uncle of Travis Tumlinson. Although she says nothing 
about it, her husband Ken had died in 1973. 


